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CONTEXT

& B 1996 MedWet Initiative: 27 countries + various organisations
MedWet
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1999 Recognised as the first Ramsar Regional Initiative and
as a model for regional collaboration
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faster than at global scale

Many values and benefits contributed by wetlands to human well-
being unrecognized
Pollcy deC|S|ons favour actlvmes |mpact|ng wetlands

the progress towards conservatlon targe
=» Feed public policies

Himr 119

i
\\\:”

§
Observatory i MedWWet

Mediterranean
Wetlands



AGENDA

= Perspectives from MedWet countries :

= Algeria: Developing a National Wetland Strategy - IIham Kabouya - DGF
= Turkey: Inventorying wetlands — Mehmet Golge - MoFE

= Discussion:

How can a periodic regional assessment like the MWO2 help CPs to
strengthen wetland conservation and wise use?




The Mediterranean Wetlands Observatory

Launched in 2008

‘ Il
* In the framework of MedWet K

* Run by Tour du Valat
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MedWet Valat

Science evidence-based

Established under the Ramsar convention, but connected to other
International multilateral agreements

CBD, UNFCCC, SDG
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Broad partnership
scientific institutions,
national authorities,
NGOs, etc.



The Mediterranean Wetlands Observatory
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Two objectives MWO

= Analyse the status and trends of Mediterranean wetlands, including
their biodiversity, the goods and services that they deliver as well as
pressures and responses

= Stimulate effective decision-making for the protection, restoration and
wise use of Mediterranean wetlands
Two key target audiences

= Decision makers

= Wider public (through the media)



Mediterranean Wetlands Outlook 1 - 2012

First attempt at synthesizing information on wetlands
at pan-Mediterranean level

= 27 countries

= 25 Indicators selected with countries
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Mediterranean Wetlands Outlook 1 - 2012

First attempt at synthesizing information on wetlands
at pan-Mediterranean level

= 27 countries

= 25 Indicators selected with countries

= A technical document on indicators

= A policy synthesis for decision-
makers

= To be updated every 5-10 years




THE LAUNCH
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16-indicators + policy synthesis

Connecting the-results to

= Sustainable Development Goals,
= Climate change agenda,

= Aichi Targets,

= Nature Based Solutions

= the Global Wetland Outlook

=» Targeted messages
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16-indicators and a policy synthesis
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MWO-2 results - State of the socio-ecosystem

= 48% surface have disappeared since 1. Species abundance A

1970 2. Extinction risk of species

= Living Planet Index for threatened 3. Water flow
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5. Wetlands surface area

= Natural wetlands decrease and are

partly replaced by artificial water
bodies (reservoirs) 13. Education and tourism

6. Area of surface water

2000

1.2~ ~ B Natural wetlands
_ 1500 o
14 ~ W Artificial wetlands
L‘E 1000
0.8 @ 500 -
5 E o —
(% ~
= 0,6 7
= c  -500
-
0] -46% S -1000
021 & -1500
-2000
() T T T
1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 Year -2500 -
.. Total NW Med NE Med SE Med SW Med
LIVIng Planet Index of threatened vertebrate 302 sites 76 sites 22 sites 76 sites 128 sites

species which is 1 in 1990



MWO -2 results - Drivers and pressures

The number of people increased by a
third, but along the coast with 42%!

Impacts of climate change are
particularly pronounced where
wetlands are least protected

The pressure on water resources
Increases
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7. Impacts of climate change h @
8. Exploitation of water sources (3 ¢
9. Water demand D P
10. Demography ? 4
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11. Conversion of wetland habitat
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MWO-2 results - Governance responses

= Since 2012, 55 new Ramsar sites
(+660,000 ha), mainly in Tunisia (21), 12. Flood regulation P P
France (8) and Spain (7)

= Of the 55 new Ramsar sites: 24 have 14. National strategic efforts

a management plan
15. SDGs ?

13. Surface of Ramsar sites @

= Effective site management:
iIncreasing bird numbers on Ramsar
sites with a management plan
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\ ;\(\ﬁ» I | I-b d Medlterranean governments are not
iveh ec;pzwe - de'ng CI'” on track to meet their international
ve 0°. S agpen gr?ct.y on  commitments for the conservation

maintening the functioning of and wise use of wetlands

natural ecosystems ) )

It also shows that Mediterranean governments will not meet their commitments
to deliver the 2020 Aichi Biodiversity Taraets, 12: prevention of species extinction &
Target 15: reduction of at least 50% of natural habitat loss.

Nor are Mediterranean governments on track to achieve the UN Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and their Targets, Related to protection, restoration,

sustainable management and reduction of the degradation of water related ecosystems and
natural habitats (Targets 6.6, 14.2, 15.1 & 15.5)



Recommended responses

Policy & legislation

Develop and implement

S

Informal role

adaptation strategies for coastal
and inland wetlands to minimise

climate change impacts




R
N O
N WD
Recommended responses -O&Q@ & P& ‘5@«
¥ g WYL O
L @ Y P &L
) S & o

Policy & legislation

ustainable developmen

1 [ 1

Knowledge



% e
From today the MWO?2 is freely ,
downloadable frqm our wgb;ite [ h{ e AT
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If you are interested in:collaborating with
the Mediterranean Wetlands Observatory,

please contacra'%——*

Wetlands
Observatory



mailto:Geijzendorffer@tourduvalat.org
mailto:Satta@medwet.org
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