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824 island wetlands

79 Islands
~800 field visits
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FONDATION POUR LA NATURE
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Conservation &

A 5 wetlands included in a new
Wildlife refuge

A > 80 wetland in spatial plans as
protected areas

A 380 small natural wetlands
protected in a new law

w
co
Q

400 - 332

203203 191919

91

M Before 2007 m 2013



‘ ay 12" Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to
hﬂm the Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar, Iran, 1971)
| A

Wetlands for our future Punta del Este, Uruguay, 1-9 June 2015

Resolution XI.14

Conservation of Mediterranean Basin island wetlands

1. AWARE that the Mediterranean Basin is a global biodiversity hotspot and hosts one of the
largest groups of islands in the world with a rich history and varied cultural values;

2. ALSO AWARE that the Mediterranean Basin is one of the leading tourist destinations in the
world and that its coastal and island ecosystems are facing intense and multiple pressures from
this sector;

3. ACKNOWLEDGING the crucial role of Mediterranean island wetlands in protecting these islands
against the impacts of climate change and desertification, and their critical significance for a
variety of threatened and endemic species of flora and fauna and an important number of
migratory species;

4. CONCERNED that Mediterranean island wetlands increasingly face serious pressures, such as the
spread of urban and coastal developments that threaten to undermine their ecological
character and lead to the increased degradation of wetland areas and, subsequently, to
ecosystem fragmentation;

5. AWARE of the fact that small island wetlands are extremely vulnerable and could be easily
destroyed, including by non-intentional actions and/or lack of awareness of their significance;

6. ALSO CONCERNED that several Mediterranean island wetlands have already been partly or fully
drained, or are increasingly water-stressed, and AWARE that the demand for fresh water for
human use on these islands continues to grow;

7. RECALLING the commitments made by the Contracting Parties to achieving the wise use of all
wetlands in their territories;

8. ALSO RECALLING Recommendation 6.11, which encouraged continuing collaboration for
Mediterranean wetlands and urged all government and non-government organizations and
individuals concerned with wetlands in the Mediterranean to commit their best efforts for the
preparation and implementation of a concerted Mediterranean Wetlands Strategy;

9. NOTING that the Mediterranean Wetlands Initiative (MedWet) has successfully contributed to
the protection of Mediterranean wetlands for more than 20 years and it is anticipated that it will
continue to do so;

10. ALSO NOTING the efforts made by organizations and initiatives directly focusing on the
Mediterranean, such as the Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea Against

Ramsar Resolution Xll.14

Calls upon the contracting parties,
among others to:
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Inventory their island wetlands and
share the data through databases, open
to the public.

Protect their island wetlands through
national laws, spatial plans, water
management plans, etc.

Restore island wetlands.

Designate under-represented types of
wetlands as additional Wetlands of
International Importance.
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