Spatialisation
of wetlands
functions

For a renewed pilotage of
wetlands policies in the

ost of conservation

measures concerning

wetlands omit their

functional dimensions
and focus only on patrimonial areas.
A functional approach emphasizes
the importance of wetlands with
ordinary biodiversity. Spatialisation
of wetland functions helps to de-
fine an area of concertation with
local stakeholders and to reflect on
multi-scaling strategies for wetlands
management.

PROJECT OBJECTIVES

The overall objective is to support the
implementation of wetland related
policies in the Rhone river basin using
a multi-scaling mapping tool which can
answer several questions:

* How the territory is structured?

* Which part of this territory is sui-
table to the occurrence of wetland
habitats?

* Which functions are likely per-
formed by wetland habitats?

* What are the main pressures and
threats on wetland ecosystems?

* How to prioritize actions for wet-
lands management at the scale of the
river basin, by preserving their main
functions?

Rhone river basin

* How to transfer the knowledge to lo-
cal stakeholders and raise public aware-
ness about wetlands’ functions?

ACTIONS

* Develop GIS-based protocols for the
characterisation of hydrological, bio-
chemical and ecological functions of
wetland ecosystems within the Rhone
river basin.

¢ |dentification and characterisation of
the main pressures and threats.

* Develop an innovative approach that
could support setting priority actions
for the conservation and the manage-
ment of wetlands.

* Develop GIS-based tools that inte-
grate all the resulting maps and pro-
ducts in a harmonised way at different
scales (local, sub-catchment and the
entire basin).

* Meetings with local users and assess-
ment of their requirements in terms
of knowledge and data for a better
integration of wetland functional di-
mensions in the management plans at
different geographical scales.

* Develop dissemination and transfer
material and tools to reach the effec-
tiveness of this innovative approach for
wetlands monitoring and management.



PROJECTS RESULTS

* Creating a multi-scaling mapping tool to
improve the knowledge on wetland fun-
ctions within their river basins and to faci-
litate the dialogue with local stakeholders.

* Providing an overview of wetlands that
could support the Rhone river basin au-
thority to update the Water Development
and Management Master Plan (SDAGE).

* Facilitating Transitions between succes-
sive Water Development and Management
Master Plans (SDAGE) thanks to a continu-
ous feeding by data and information.

* Assessing functions and pressures using
GIS-based analyses and locally adapted by
integrating ancillary data provided by diffe-
rent management bodies.

* Providing a synthetic overview of the
whole studied territory and a map of main
wetland functions and pressures.

* Supporting the implementation of resto-
ration plans.

* Providing dissemination and transfer ma-
terial and tools for a better communication
and concertation with local

stakeholders.

Duration: 2018 - 2021
Budget: € 232835

Contact: Suzanne Catteau
Tour du Valat
tel: +33 (0)4 9097 20 13
email: catteau@tourduvalat.org
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This work was carried out by MedWet as part of the
portfolio of Mediterranean wetland projects.

MedWet.org @MedWetOrg
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