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Goals, objectives and strategies

The Mediterranean Basin is a mega-hotspot of biodiversity hosting one of the largest groups of islands on Earth. Although providing great resources,
Mediterranean islands are facing multiple and intense pressures, exacerbated by their specificities (isolation, greater sensitivity to climate changes…). Wetlands
account for a significant part of islands strong and singular biodiversity. Hence, wetlands are facing serious decline throughout the world and despite their major
role for threatened and endemic species, with greater reason on islands, they have been poorly identified and were often neglected by environmental policies.

 Within this context the Ramsar Resolution XII.14 aims for the conservation of Mediterranean Basin islands wetlands, and the MedIsWet project is responding
directly to this resolution.

 MedisWet contributes to the implementation of a network of 9 countries involved in the completion of the inventories of all the Mediterranean islands
wetlands, dissemination of knowledge and promotion of certain conservation measures in local, national and Mediterranean scale.

 Wetlands of Corsica, Sardinia, Sicily and their archipelagoes account for about 90 % of all Mediterranean islands wetlands.

Within the MedIsWet partnership France and Italy have joined forces to achieve objectives
fixed by Ramsar resolution XII.14:

 Objective I: Achievement of the inventories of Corsican, Sardinian and Sicilian wetlands
using the standardized Pan-Mediterranean wetland inventory method.

 Documentation at a national level: Participation of two Universities
 University of Cagliari (Sardinia) - (CCB) : Contributes since 2002 to the investigation of

plant and ecosystems processes, with special regards to the ex-situ and in-situ
conservation of Mediterranean islands biodiversity.

 University of Catania (Sicily) – (Department of Biological Geological and Environmental
Sciences): It takes together different skills in the field of plant and animal
biodiversity, geology and management of natural resources and environment. The plant
biology section deals with questions concerning knowledge improvement and flora and
vegetation conservation of the Mediterranean.

 Objective II: Promotion of conservation measures and development of an advocacy
strategy for wetlands of France and Italy.

 National policy and advocacy
 Mediterranean Small Island Initiative (PIM) (Regional Network): Contributing for 10 years

to the protection of Mediterranean islands by supporting technically managers and by
facilitating the exchange of information and experience between sites and experts
throughout the Mediterranean Basin.

 Pantelina Emmanouilidou, independent legal expert: Conducting a complete legal
framework study on the protection of island wetlands of France and Italy to identify
the gaps and propose specific strategies for protection.

 Study in 3 parts:
1. Bibliographical part: Contains a review of International, European Union and national

laws of France and Italy that can be used for protecting island wetlands.
2. Stakeholders part: Will identify governmental and not governmental stakeholders

that are involved to island wetland conservation and can contribute to the
implementation of Resolution XII.14.

3. Strategic/operational part: Will provide a guide to facilitate the use of available legal
tools for the protection of island wetlands by the identified stakeholders and
individuals.

 Based on the data collected through the inventories, PIM Initiative proposes to set up a roadmap for the restoration of wetlands on the small Mediterranean
islands.

 Data collected could be a strong working base for the establishment of a Sentinel of biodiversity network to monitor the impacts of global changes. Because of
their size and limited complexity, islands are ideal living laboratories of plant and animal life and provide great resources for the evaluation of ecological
policies and for the protection of the Mediterranean biodiversity.

SARDINIA, Italy

• Surface: 24,090 km2

• Local Partner: CCB-University of Cagliari
• 8 Ramsar sites
• 2242 wetlands pre-inventoried

- 657 Natural Wetlands
- 1585 Artificial Wetlands

• Surface: 8,680 km2

• Local Partner: PIM Initiative 
• 5 Ramsar sites
• 528 wetlands pre-inventoried

- 479 Natural Wetlands
- 49 Artificial Wetlands

CORSICA, France

Exploitation and valorization of collected data 

SICILY, Italy

• Surface: 25,560 km2

• Local Partner: Dept. of Biological Geological and
Environmental Sciences-University of Catania

• 2 Ramsar sites and 4 new sites awaiting
designation by the Secretariat of the Convention.

• About 12000 wetlands pre-inventoried most of
which are small artificial basins

Vendicari SE Sicily , Ramsar Site Mare di Urzulei, CE Sardinia Etang du Grecu, Corsica (Y. Poher)

Etang du Grecu, Corsica (A.Gauthier)


