Conservation of Island Wetlands of Turkey
Step 1: A preliminary analysis
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Turkey’s Island Wetlands
• Turkey has approximately 50 natural and artificial island wetlands in Mediterranean
region, located on 19 islands.
• 41 are natural small wetlands.
• 16 are threatened by mining, tourism, urbanisation, construction, recreational
activities, agriculture and animal husbandary.
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Figure 1. Island wetlands of Turkey, including natural and artificial ones larger than 0,1 hectare. Arrows
indicate the regions where the wetlands are vulnerable to anthropogenic threats.

Inventory of the Turkish Island Wetlands
Within MedIsWet project, the inventory of Turkish island wetlands will be completed.

GÖKÇEADA LAGOON: MOST VULNERABLE
Gökçeada Lagoon is a peninsula containing an intertidal lagoon and coastal region with a 3150 ha area
of the sub-basin. By BirdLife International, it was defined as an Important Bird Area (IBA) 1. Besides a
population of around 1000 flamingos, the site hosts 146 bird species including 2 vulnerable and 3 near
threatened. 161 plant species, 3 fish species, 2 amphibian species, 9 reptilian species (including 1 VU)
and 19 mammal species (including 1 NT and 1 VU) are also identified in the wetland and the
surrounding area2.
Potential Future Activities
• Impact of recreational activities such as windsurfing and mud-baths has to be assessed,
• Effective solid waste management should be in place,
• Water allocation and use by agriculature, animal husbandry, tourism etc. has to be identified,
• Gold mining project closeby the lagoon and the wetland was recently halted but still remains as a
threat.
AYVALIK ISLANDS: A NATURE PARK - GOOD BUT NOT SUFFICIENT
There are 12 small wetlands in Ayvalık Islands. 20 of 22 Ayvalık Islands, together with part of the
mainland, have been designated as Nature Park which does not directly target the protection of the
wetlands. While Nature Park status provides a certain level of protection, intense tourism activities has
impacts on the wetlands. Mechanisms that target wetland protection is needed.

Figure 2. Gökçeada Lagoon is an IBA with around 1000 flamingos wintering at the site. 29 bird species
including 750 flamingos were counted during 2018 mid-winter waterbird census. Stockbreeding is common
as a source of income and subsistence. Among the recreational activities, windsurfing, kiteboarding and
mudbathing is popular during summer season.
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MARMARA ISLAND: HIGH DEGREDATION
The island, getting its name after its ‘mermer (marble)’ reserves, is an important minery source with
%15 of the total marble reserves in Turkey. The quarry with an approximate area of 1160 ha has
significant impacts on the wetland basin. Restoration activities could improve the status of water
resources.
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