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Revision of the bylaws of MedWet Society
ΑRTICLES OF ASSOCIATION

FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NON-TRADING

NON PROFIT-MAKING PARTNERSHIP

Today on …………………… of the year two thousand seven, the undersigned:

1. Thymio Papayannis, MedWet Senior Advisor, resident in Athens (10671), 23 Voukourestiou Street, (Identity Card Number Σ 206889, Tax Registration Number 000201854, Tax Authority Δ΄ Athens)

2. Vassilios Gekas, professor at the Technical University of Crete, resident in Chania 73100, Crete, (Identity Card Number AA 497101, Tax Registration Number 062033872, Tax Authority B΄ Chania)

3. Tobias Salathé, Senior Advisor for Europe, Convention on Wetlands, resident in Switzerland, 28 Rue de Mauverney, CH-1196, Gland
4. ……….

5. ………..
have agreed upon and together admitted the following:

Article 1 - Name

1.1. They hereby constitute a non-trading non profit-making partnership in accordance with Article 784 of the Civil Code under the name of “MEDWET SECRETARIAT”. 

1.2. The partnership disposes of a legal personality and is a non-profit entity. Nevertheless, it may develop economic activities for the achievement of its object and aims, which cannot be, in any case, commercial.

1.3. The name of the partnership shall be MEDWET SECRETARIAT.
Article 2 - Registered office

2.1. The registered office of the partnership shall be at the Municipality of Kifissia, with its head offices at Villa Kazouli, Kifissias 241 & Lambraki, Kifissia 14561. These offices may be transferred to another address by a resolution of the partners, without an amendment of the present Articles of Association being required.

2.2. For the achievement of its object and aims, and provided that this is resolved upon in accordance with the provisions of the present Articles of Association, the partnership may set up other offices, establishments and branches within and outside the Greek territory.

Article 3 - Object

3.1. The object of the partnership shall be the support and development of the aims and activities of the “Mediterranean Wetlands Initiative”. The MedWet Secretariat enjoys the support of the Ministry of Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works which has undertaken to offer it hospitality and infrastructure.

3.2 The Mediterranean Wetlands Initiative was endorsed in 2002 by the Conference of the Parties to the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands (through Resolution VII.22) as an international, collaborative structure for Mediterranean wetlands, to be guided by the Mediterranean Wetlands Committee.

3.3.In this framework the following aims are included: 

The undertaking of initiatives for the implementation and the development of the legal provisions for the protection and conservation of the Mediterranean Wetlands;

The examination of long-term needs for the protection of the Mediterranean Wetlands and the study and development of means to meet these needs;

The enhancement of public awareness towards the need to protect nature and especially towards the need to protect the Mediterranean Wetlands, and the provision of assistance by any means in the design, production and making available suitable material for educational purposes, campaigns and exhibitions with a view to the partnership contributing to the development and evolution of the world-wide movement for the protection of wetlands in Greece and world-wide;

The implementation, participation and coordination of activities and projects, including research into the protection of nature and wetlands in the Mediterranean region and the provision of technical and scientific assistance for the fulfillment of the objective of the partnership, promotion of, participation in and the provision of assistance towards the holding of conferences, seminars, lectures, meetings and discussions in connection with the protection of wetlands in the Mediterranean and world-wide;

Any other activity considered to be suitable for the fulfillment of the said object. 

Article 4 - Term

4.1. The term of the partnership started on 28 February 2002; since 31 December 2002 the partnership became one of indefinite term in accordance with Article 769 of the Civil Code.

Article 5 - Property of the partnership

5.1. The capital of the partnership amounts to eight hundred eighty nine Euros (889), and has been fully paid up by the three original partners into the funds of the partnership. Of this sum, 296,33 Euros constitute the contribution of each of the three original partners. 
5.2. The liability of each partner extends to the sum of his contribution. 

5.3. Apart from the capital already deposited, the property of the partnership shall consist of:

 - grants and donations from private or public law natural or legal persons, 

- subsidies and allowances of public authorities in Greece and abroad, the European Union and other public or private organizations, 

- revenues from various activities and events carried out by the partnership for the fulfillment of its aims, 

- income generated from services provided to third parties,

- income generated from interest and the management of assets,

- sales of periodicals and printed matter in general, 

- subscriptions or other contributions from its supporters and from other property rights and items which the partnership acquires.

Article 6 - Governance

6.1 The partnership will be governed by a governing board of five members:

· one member representing the Greek Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning

· one member representing the Ramsar Convention Secretariat

· two members representing the MedWet Steering Group

· Thymio Papayannis, the MedWet Senior Advisor

6.2 The governing board will assure that the MedWet Secretariat operates according to the terms of reference and rules of procedure adopted by the Mediterranean Wetlands Committee, as instructed through the MedWet Steering Group. The governing board will employ a MedWet Secretariat Coordinator, based on the terms of reference and conditions approved by the Mediterranean Wetlands Committee, and evaluate her/his performance on an annual basis.

Article 7 - MedWet Coordinator

7.1. The MedWet Coordinator will run the MedWet Secretariat and employ staff, according to the terms of reference and budget adopted by the Mediterranean Wetlands Committee. S/he will report on a six-monthly basis in written to the governing board.
7.3. The appointment of the MedWet Coordinator may be revoked at any time by the Mediterranean Wetlands Committee, based on a proposal of the governing board, if her/his performance is incompatible with the terms of reference of her/his position.
Article 8 - Representation

8.1. The MedWet Secretariat will be represented by the MedWet Coordinator and will validly undertake obligations by her/his signature. The MedWet Coordinator, acting in the name and on behalf of the MedWet Secretariat, will represent the Secretariat in all its relations, juridical acts and transactions with third persons, natural or legal, public, private or European Union organizations and agencies in Greece and abroad, before any court of any degree or jurisdiction, including the Court of Cassation of Areios Pagos and the Council of State, as well as before any authority, including the authorities and services of the European Union and other international organizations.

8.2. Furthermore, s/he will hire and fire the MedWet staff, signing the document of denunciation, open and close accounts with banks and other credit institutions, collect and pay, issue securities, appoint lawyers and sign any relevant document on behalf of the partnership, but always provided that the acts listed above, by way of indication, relate exclusively and only to the aim of the MedWet Secretariat. 

Article 9 - Balance Sheet

9.1. The books and accounts of the partnership shall be kept by an accountant, who will compile the annual balance sheet of the partnership according to the legally required 3rd category/double-entry standards.

9.2. The accounts and books of the MedWet Secretariat shall be closed on 30 June of each year, when each financial year of the partnership closes. 

Article 10 - Liquidation

10.1. The dissolution of the MedWet Secretariat shall be followed by liquidation, which shall be carried out in accordance with the existing legal provisions.

10.2. The governing board at the time of liquidation is hereby appointed liquidators and they will act jointly. 

Article 11 - Publication

11.1. Amendments to these Articles of Association will be in writing and will be published as the law requires.

Article 12 - Final provision

12.1. The present Articles of Association will be published in the Registry of the Athens Court of First Instance.

12.2. The present Articles have been drawn up and signed by the contracting parties in seven copies, of which each member has received one, while one shall be submitted to the Revenue Service and one shall be submitted to the Registry of the Athens Court of First Instance, so that the partnership acquires a legal status in accordance with Article 784 of the Civil Code.

THE GOVERNING BOARD

A) Thymio Papayannis

B) Vassilios Gekas

C) Tobias Salathé
D)

E)
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