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The meeting started with the approval of the agenda, which was to be dealt with in a flexible manner, as most of the points on it were interrelated. FM and AS agreed to keep notes and to prepare draft minutes of the meeting. 

1. Briefing on latest developments

1.1 Ramsar Bureau – Policy on the implementation of Resolution VIII.19 

As SSG could not attend the meeting, he provided a written report on the policy and activities of the Ramsar Bureau, concerning the incorporation of cultural values in the work of the Convention in accordance with Resolution VIII.19 (report attached as Appendix I). The main policy decision is to proceed cautiously until COP9 and to encourage countries with positive attitudes to present their initiatives in implementing the resolution, thus establishing by example a strong impetus. 
Later during a teleconference, SSG provided additional clarifications and endorsed what was agreed during the meeting.
1.2 Discussions during the STRP meeting 
SK and MJV presented briefly the lengthy discussions held during the recent STRP meeting in Wageningen concerning cultural and socio-economic criteria for the selection of sites. Before the meeting, the Secretary General had sent to the President of STRP a letter suggesting on essence that the issue should be put to rest until after COP9. An STRP working subgroup discussed a number of options. These could be summarised as follows:
(a)
Consider that criterion 1 covers cultural and socio-economic values, as it includes wise use.

(b)
Amend criterion 1 so as to make the incorporation of these additional values more explicit and some suggestions on the appropriate text were made
.

(c) 
Formulate a new criterion.

Option (c) was rejected. The text of the proposed amendment for criterion 1 under option (b) seemed to lack real meaning and usefulness to the MW/Cult WG. Concerning criterion 1 under option (a), it was felt that modifications in the guidance that makes it more specific would be necessary, but these should wait for a decision of COP9 in 2005 and be approved by COP10 in 2008. 
MJV expressed her disappointment at the reluctance of STRP members and of the Bureau to deal with cultural values in a more decisive manner.

1.3 SEHUMED activities 
MJV presented the main activities of SEHUMED in the area of cultural values, which focus on the preparation of a methodological book and work on specific sites (Appendix II).

1.4 Med-INA activities 
AS described the current programme of Med-INA. On the theoretical side, it is mainly concerned with cultural landscapes with a focus on wetlands / water and the Mediterranean. On sites it is continuing its work in Prespa and the establishment of a Prespa Centre for Nature and Anthropos, as well as in the Evros /Meriç / Maritsa River. It has also participated actively in a number of international meetings. (See Appendix III.)
2. Preparations for MedWet/Com6 (Algeria, 11-15 December 2004)

During MedWet/Com6 a brief presentation on the establishment and work plan of the MW/Cult WG would be made by its Chair (MJV), perhaps within the general report on MedWet Co-ordination Group activities by SK. The major point should be the integrated presentation of Mediterranean activities for cultural values at COP9.
A side event could be also organised by the two leading institutions of the MedWet Culture WG (SEHUMED and Med-INA) during the second day of the MedWet/Com6 to discuss the issue of case studies related to specific sites, on which the COP9 presentation would be based. 
The selection of the appropriate sites in the Mediterranean was discussed at considerable length. All participants agreed that the sites should be selected on the basis of the following combined criteria:

· Existence of important cultural values related to water / wetlands.

· Initiation or planning of concrete measures to implement Resolution VIII.19.

· Proper conditions for collaboration (interest and willingness at both the local and the national level).

A draft questionnaire for a first selection of a limited number of case studies (5-6) was presented by Med-INA and will be reviewed by SEHUMED until the end of August. Probable case studies are: Butrint (Albania), Prespa Lakes (Albania, Greece and the FYR of Macedonia), one or more oases (Algeria), 2-3 Spanish sites (such as Doñana
), at least one salina site
.
The possibility to ask the CPs participating in MedWet/Com6 to suggest additional case studies was discussed and agreed. This could be done during the side event planned. All participants recognised that substantial work should be done before MedWet/Com6, so that we can benefit from the opportunity to have all 25 countries together.

3. Mediterranean contribution to Ramsar COP9 (Kampala, Uganda, November 2005)

The case of COP9 was deeply analysed. All participants agreed with the Ramsar Bureau decision that during COP9 a limited number of case studies (5-6) should be presented covering all regions. These should show how CPs have started implementing Resolution VIII.19, and are integrating cultural values in the management of wetlands. As requested by the Secretary General, an additional case study would present such activities in the Mediterranean in a comprehensive manner. All these should serve to encourage other countries to follow their positive example and prepare the ground for a more active campaign until COP10.
The case studies should be carefully selected and prepared. The work on case studies to be done in the Mediterranean region starting in September might be useful to the Ramsar Bureau (and more particularly to SSG) in making the selection of global case studies and in assisting the corresponding CPs to organise their presentations successfully.
Cultural values presentations in COP9 could take the following forms:
(a) Technical Session on cultural values, organised by the Ramsar Bureau. During this meeting there could be an introduction by the Ramsar Bureau (PB or SSG), followed by the case studies of sites or countries and the Mediterranean as a whole, and finally a presentation on the proposed amendment of designation criterion 1 (by MJV). This would be the optimal solution, but it depends on the overall agenda of COP9
(b) Side event with similar content, most probably prepared by the MW/Cult WG. It could be chaired by Spain, sponsored by Uganda and supported by China. The Mediterranean countries could also support it
.

(c) Poster exhibition, to be organised by the MW/Cult WG. About 12 posters could be printed and exhibited at COP9 with photographs and information regarding the various case studies, with funding from the Spanish Ministry. SEHUMED would organise the design and production of the posters, assisted by Med-INA, but the MedWet Co-ordination Unit should secure the exhibition area at COP9 and the technical part (panels and mounting). The Poster exhibition could be organised parallel to either option (a) or (b).
MJV informed the participants that funding was available
 for the production of a MedWet booklet on the Mediterranean case studies, to be ready for COP9, but this would require hard work and careful planning to meet tight time constraints. This publication could accompany the poster exhibition. It was agreed that SEHUMED and Med-INA would collaborate in its preparation.
In this context, MJV informed the other members of the group of the intention of the Spanish government to present at COP9 a methodological book on cultural values, which is currently prepared by SEHUMED. This would provide management tools related to cultural values, and would be a contribution of Spain to the Convention on Wetlands. All participants expressed their appreciation of the keen interest of the Spanish authorities in cultural values, which is continuing after COP8, and their support at all levels. SK stressed that the MW/Cult WG should focus on the exact implementation of Resolutions VIII.19. TP suggested that perhaps at COP9 Spain could present both its methodological manual and the work it is doing in certain sites. MJV asked TP whether he would be interested to contribute to this book, and he replied that he would it with great pleasure if he felt that there was something significant that he could add.
4. MedWet Culture Working Group work plan 

On the basis of the above discussions, the participants prepared the following work plan for the rest of 2004 and 2005 until COP9. 
4.1 Activities to be carried out
4.1.1 Mediterranean case studies
a. Comments on initial questionnaire (by SEHUMED)



15.08.04
b. Revision of questionnaire and distribution (by Med-INA)


10.09.04
c. Return of completed questionnaires 





04.10.04
d. Analysis of questionnaire, compilation of results (by Med-INA)

05.11.04

e. First list of proposed sites (MW/Cult WG)




15.11.04

f. List of case studies finalised (MW/Cult WG)




17.12.05

g. Contacts with selected sites, visits, additional data, analysis (Med-INA)
25.02.05
h. Review of results (MW/Cult WG)






25.02.05

i. Draft texts for posters and booklet
 (SEHUMED + Med-INA)
  
14.03.05
j. Texts reviewed and finalised
 (MW/Cult WG)
  


28.03.05

4.1.2 MedWet/Com6 preparation
a. Side event

- Initial proposal (SEHUMED)





01.11.04

- Definitive programme (MW/Cult WG)




12.11.04

- Final arrangements and logistics (MW/Cult WG Secretariat)

29.11.04

b. Report to MW/Com6 
- First draft (SEHUMED)






15.11.04

- Comments on first draft (MW/Cult WG)




29.11.04

- Presentation of report to MW/Com6 plenary (MJV)

          ~15.12.04

4.1.3 COP9 contribution
a. Mediterranean presentation
- First draft (SEHUMED + Med-INA)




27.06.05

- Draft reviewed (MW/Cult WG)





25.07.05

- Draft finalised (SEHUMED + Med-INA)




26.09.05

- PowerPoint presentation draft (SEHUMED)



10.10.05
- PowerPoint presentation reviewed and finalised (MW/Cult WG)

31.10.05

b. Booklet on Mediterranean sites

- Outline of the booklet prepared (SEHUMED)



14.02.05

- Outline reviewed and finalised (MW/Cult WG)



25.02.05

- Texts on case studies finalised (SEHUMED + Med-INA)


31.03.05

- Translations, editing, layout etc. (SEHUMED)



25.04.05

c. Poster exhibition

- Structure and description (SEHUMED)




14.02.05

- Review and finalisation (MW/Cult WG)




25.02.05

- Poster texts finalised (SEHUMED + Med-INA)



31.03.05

- Design, translations, editing, etc. (SEHUMED)



25.04.05

d. Event on the cultural values of wetlands

- Concept submitted to the Ramsar Bureau (MW/CU
)


17.09.04
- Decision on preferred option (Ramsar Bureau / Steering Committee)
11.10.04

- Presentation to MW/Com6 (SEHUMED)




29.11.04
- Detailed planning of event (MW/Cult WG)



24.01.05

5. Operational matters

5.1 Operation of the MedWet Culture Working Group Secretariat
MJV informed the group that SEHUMED had appointed Maryland Morant Gonzalez as secretary of the MW/Cult WG, and that the secretariat would be fully operational from the 1st of September 2004.

5.2 Dissemination of information
The need to circulate pertinent information among all members of the WG was stressed repeatedly. It was felt that this should be primarily the task of the secretariat, but other members should provide regularly information, which they consider meaningful.
Thus it was agreed that a list of seven persons
 should be established and all significant correspondence concerning the working group should be copied to them.

5.3 Date of next meeting
As already stated, it will be on the last day of MedWet/Com6 in December 2004 in Algiers. The first meeting of the MW/Cult WG will be at the end of February 2005, probably in Valencia.
Finally participants thanked warmly the MedWet Co-ordination Unit, and more particularly SK and FM) for convening and hosting the meeting, and for their hospitality.

� 	Such amendment would require approvals by the STRP, the Steering Committee and finally the COP.


� 	According to MJV, the Junta Andalucia is very much interested in cultural values.


� 	Possibly Guadalajara, close to Madrid, currently purchased by the Spanish government, with the intention to continue its traditional operation.


� 	This should be agreed during MedWet/Com6.


� 	From the Spanish Ministry of Environment.


� 	This could be done at the first meeting of the MW/Cult WG for 2005.


� 	To be written jointly by MJV and TP during a week in late February of early March in Valencia.


� 	See 4.1.3 below.


� 	MedWet Co-ordination Unit.


� 	S. Kouvelis, F. Mantziou, M. Morant, T. Papayannis, S. Semene-Guitart, A. Sorotou, M. J. Viñals.
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