
PROMOTING SCIENCE BASED  
MANAGEMENT OF WETLANDS

Undertaken between 2005-2007, the MedWet/CODDE project 

addresses the urgent need of policy makers, wetland managers and 

researchers for having easy access to up-to-date and standardized 

data in order to assess and monitor the current status and trends 

of Mediterranean wetlands and their surroundings. The project was 

launched under the INTERREG IIIC programme.
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Wetlands are important water-related ecosystems 
providing a number of services to man such as 

flood control, water storage and purification, climate control as well as  
development opportunities including fisheries, agriculture and tourism. 
Enhancing decision makers’ understanding of the values and services 
provided by wetlands can contribute substantially to the sustainable use 

of their resources. At a time when the conservation of wetlands is being emphasized, MedWet believes that the inventorying 
tool provided by the MedWet CODDE project can act as a catalyst to support improved site management. By adopting the 
tool it is hoped that national governments and managers of wetland sites will be able to address priority issues and ensure 
regional development coupled with conservation of wetlands in the Mediterranean region. 

The project has provided an innovative web information system for wetlands 
which allows different stakeholders to use information on the location,  

ecological characteristics and socio-economic importance of these important ecosystems as well as their surroundings. 
Moreover the project launched an effort to in-
volve regions in wetland inventorying and to 
build their capacity to use the MedWet invento-
rying tool.  The project successfully applied the 
new web-based system to consolidate existing 
inventories in the Mediterranean region and com-
pile data from different regions into a common 
knowledge base. As part of its work the project 
has also developed a method for inventorying 
and monitoring wetlands using Earth Observa-
tion data. 

Towards the creation of a common knowl-
edge base on Mediterranean wetlands the project 
also took steps to promote knowledge exchange 
among professionals and organisations active in 
the field of wetland conservation.  Thirty five ex-
perts from 25 organisations worked closely under 
the MedWet CODDE project and networked with 
a number of other relevant bodies to exchange 
expertise on a number of aspects related to in-
ventorying and monitoring of wetlands. Expertise 
was exchanged in the fields of remote sensing, in 
information systems, in developments in regional 
or global biodiversity initiatives and conventions 
such as the Ramsar Convention, the Land and 
Ecosystem Accounting of EEA, the Convention 
on Biological Diversity as well as regarding de-
velopments in sectoral policies, the  Water Frame-
work Directive and the European standards for 
administration of information flow with a view to 
create a common knowledge base on Mediterra-
nean wetlands.

ThE sysTEM launched by the project successfully provides a  
reporting system for wetlands which can store, retrieve and pro-
cess inventory data sets from Mediterranean regions or countries.  

The Web Information System is capable of allowing differ-
ent levels of access to different users through a data policy that 
has been developed to ensure safety in the exchange of infor-
mation. For more information see link www.wetlandwis.net.

Moreover the WIS successfully provides users with a com-
plete method for organising and planning wetland inventories 
which is contained in a set of manuals. Available in cd-rom and 
also available on-line these five manuals include information 
and guidelines on data recording, on wetland classification, 
on the use of Earth Observation tools and on the use of the 
MedWet WIS. These manuals represent the latest revision of 
the MedWet inventory method which was first developed in 
1996 and was subsequently improved with projects launched 
by MedWet including the recently completed MedWet/SU-
DOE project. 
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ThE PROJECT successfully launched two 
training courses and a closing conference 
to re-inforce and support the capacity of 
decision makers and stakeholders for in-
ventorying and monitoring of wetlands. 
These events also served to encourage 
regions to share the inventory data they 
hold through a web information system 
and build their capacity to apply the Med-
Wet/WIS. 

The project team effectively took 
steps to disseminate information on the 
use of the MedWet/WIS in a number of 
international symposiums and workshops 
including the GlobWetland Symposium, 
the Mediterranean Wetland Observa-
tory Workshop, the 9th meeting of the 
Mediterranean Wetland Committee, and 
expert meetings held by the European 
Topic Centre on Land Use and Spatial In-
formation.

A suCCEssful effort was launched by the project to gather and  
harmonize scattered electronic wetland archives sets from several  
Mediterranean countries which are now harmonized and available in the 
MedWet WIS. The fourth meeting of the Mediterranean Wetlands Com-
mittee (MedWet/Com) in 2001 recommended the creation of a Pan-
Mediterranean Wetland Inventory (PMWI) by 2010. The PMWI consists 
of a compilation of inventory data from Mediterranean countries aim-
ing  to build a Mediterranean-wide wetland inventory; the result being 
a comprehensive picture of the location of the wetlands in the Mediter-
ranean and their extent. 

A network of national and international contacts has provided in-
ventory data sets (electronic and publications) for a number of different 
Mediterranean countries. Inventory data sets from thirteen countries 
have been harmonized and stored in the MedWet/WIS. These are from 
Albania (792 wetland sites), France: Bouches-du-Rhone, Gard and Corsica 
(525), Greece (411), Italy: Tuscany (30), Portugal (527), Slovenia (3525), 
Cyprus (129), Serbia (650), Croatia (3883) Morocco (24), Algeria 
(1457) and Tunisia (33). Data for 1560 wetland sites in Estonia have 
also been harmonized.

A total of 11.986 wetland sites covering approximately 5.554.128 
hectares are currently included in the Pan-Mediterranean Wetland In-
ventory, plus 1560 sites for Estonia, covering 128.849 hectares. 

In the map attached countries currently participating in the inven-
tory are marked in red.

ThE  MedWet WEB INFORMATION SySTEM  
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The MedWet/CODDE project is headed by 
the MedWet Secretariat and is implemented 

in collaboration with: the Goulandris Natural history Museum-Greek Bio-
tope/Wetland Centre (EkBy), the Station Biologique de la Tour du valat 
(Tdv), the Instituto da Conservacao da Natureza e da Biodiversidade (ICNB), 
the Agenzia Regionale per la Protezione Ambientale della Toscana (ARPAT) 
and the Geography Institute of Tartu University in Estonia (IGUT). 

MedWet /CODDE 
has boosted the es-

tablishment of a dynamic mechanism for evaluating the status and trends 
of wetlands in the Mediterranean region and Europe and served the Euro-
pean and global priorities for creating interoperable biodiversity observa-
tion systems, as well as the Ramsar Convention and the MedWet Initiative 
missions. In particular policy makers, wetland managers and researchers 
will benefit from having the possibility to base development, conservation 
and research activities on a common wetland information system.

The effectiveness of the provided mechanisms and tools in the long 
term is dependent on the efforts and resources that will be spent by the 
pertinent stakeholders on a local, regional and national level for updating 
data and information on wetlands and for upgrading the web services in 
line with new European and global specifications.

For more information on the MedWet/CODDE project you can visit 
the website www.medwet.org 
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TO usE the MedWet WIS simply visit 
the address www.wetlandwis.net. you 
can log on as a simple user of the sys-
tem to view information on wet-lands 
in the Mediterranean. To become a data 
provider you can log on following the 
simple steps described online. As a pro-
vider of data you will have access to 
more advanced web tools for brows-
ing, searching and processing wetland 
data. 

To order a free copy of the cd-rom  
containing the five volumes of the 
MedWet Inventory Manuals, available 
in English you can contact the Med-
Wet Secretariat at info@medwet.org. 

The manuals are also available on-line 
at this address www.wetlandwis.net.

WiTh suPPORT from external experts the project launched a framework 
for inventorying and monitoring Mediterranean wetlands using Earth Obser-
vation technology. The proposed framework contains two broad compo-
nents: (a) wetland mapping and (b) monitoring of sentinel wetland sites.

 REMOTE SENSING PROGRAM FOR WETLAND 
INvENTORy, ASSESSMENT AND MONITORING
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